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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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Dana Harsh, Chair                                   John Schmidt , Co-Chair
740-835-6491                                  (614) 272-5909               

dharsh1958@yahoo.com                        medicinewoodsohio@gmail.com                  

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, Secretary
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645

jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                               740-851-9127

                 740-634-2470                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net
p  jhunny@bright.net                                                                

SOFA Meeting Minutes

   “When I used to work”....., I was fortunate to have an education budget - which allowed me to go to cool 
places where I’d eat good food and learn interesting things surrounded by interesting people.  That was the best 
part of work for me, and although I am retired and miss nothing about paid employment, I did really enjoy those 
learning jaunts…  Saturday, June 20th felt like one of those great bygone educational events for me. Gary and 
Gina Hockenberger’s place feels rather resort-like, and you forget the rest of the world is out there.  Even the 
vistas from the road to their place were spectacular. Everybody brought great picnic fare, good folks were in 
attendance, and we learned things we didn’t even know we would want to know! As with all of us, a deadline 
served Gary well, and he had finished the drywall in his garage, where we hung out, ate and learned.  Gina and 
Gary have been together 12 years, and they enjoy each other’s company as was evidenced by their shared 
interest in the great outdoors on their 30 acres.  Gary and his dad used to hunt on the then-vacant property, and 
his dad wanted to buy it when it went up for sale.  Gary was in Indiana at the time, and his dad called him saying
that his wife wouldn’t let him buy it, but if Gary went in on it with him, that would probably smooth the deal. So
he did, and it worked. On the property now, the Hockenbergers have a house with a relaxing porch, a heavy-duty
fenced garden, two hammocks, a hot tub and cabin down by the creek with matching hammock chairs set up for 
reading on the deck. Gary’s two sisters live nearby, and as a pleasant surprise, Gary’s sister Julie gave a 
presentation about possums! Now, if you didn’t attend the meeting and you are reading these minutes, you are 
saying “Possums???” But I have to tell you, Julie, a state licensed rehabilitation specialist, not only knows a lot 
about possums from experience and reading, but her passion for the little critters is contagious. On a scale of 1 to
10, with one being little interest to 10 being wow these are the best animals ever, I went from a 2 to a ten during 
her presentation! Virginia opossums are naturally clean, gentle, docile, don’t carry diseases that affect humans, 
EAT LOTS OF TICKS, and as marsupials, have a lower body temperature than mammals such as racoons and 
foxes, so don’t harbor rabies, distemper and parasites of concern to pets and people.  Their only defenses are to 
try to look viscous and hiss threateningly and to play possum.
                                                                                                                                         CONT'D
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Vinton,
Hocking Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR, Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR, Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike

Adams, Scioto
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Athens,
Morgan, Washington

740-596-1102
Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR, Service Forest
Coordinator. Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

  They are great in a garden - although they get blamed for lots of bad things - as they 
eat lots of grubs and beetles and ignore the plants. They sleep off poisonous snake bites 
and have been tested to be smarter than dogs.  I hate to realize my shallowness, but I 
think I had a low opinion of them pre-Julie’s presentation because they are so darn ugly. 
Now aware of their inner beauty, I feel as if I too should be an advocate for possums.  
Julie did a great job!
   Chair Dana Harsh welcomed everyone, did a quick survey about fawn sightings of 
witch there were several. John Kaldmo told about his recent adventure.............
  John told us about his surprising and scary encounter with a bobcat, who after making
eye-contact, charged John while he sat, in camo, against a tree during turkey hunting 
season. John deflected the big cat with his boot as he and his folding stool fell over 
backwards. He reflected on the incident that he will be very attentive to what his turkey 
call attracts in the future, and he pondered whether some outfitter ought to make camo 
“Depends” for just such occasions!
                       Respectfully submitted:  Betsy B Pierson

Contact: Mark E. Rickey
Service Forester - ODNR Forestry
345 Allen Ave.
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
Ph: (740) 774-1596  Ext. 109

SCIOTO TRAILS FOREST
8:00 AM

Oct 26th 2017
BEST MANAGEMENT

PRACTICES

Oct 27th 2017
CHAINSAW LEVEL 1

Registration Required
$50 for non OFA members 

'Be kinder than  necessary because everyone you meet is fighting some
kind of  battle.' 
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SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe by 
PJ

In a small bowl, combine oil, dressing mix, garlic, salt and cayenne.  Divide pretzels between 2
ungreased 15X10Xl-in baking pans.  Pour oil mixture over pretzels, stir to coat thoroughly.  Bake at 200
degrees for 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 hours.  Stir occasionally (with a spatula).  Cool completely.  Store in an airtight
container.  I use a plastic ice cream container. Yield 3 1/2 quarts.  These are great!  
         
                                                                  THIS RECIPE HAS BEEN EDITOR TESTED!! THUMBS UP!!

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM

Tim:        “Ribs & corn on the cob”                                      
Wayne:   “I have been wanting some corn on the cob, didn't know it was available yet”
Tim:       “Yeah, Krogers is shipping it in from somewhere” 
Wayne:   “You gonna boil it?” 
Tim:        “Think we'll just put it on the grill in the husk” 
Wayne:   “I'll get the butter and salt”
Tim:       “Better get a roll of paper towels too, those ribs will be messy”
Wayne:     “Wow! This stuff is smelling great.....How long?”
Tim:         “OK Wayne, I'll ring the dinner bell”
Wayne:     “What'd you do that for? We're already here!”
Tim:        “Just trying to start a tradition I guess, lets eat!”
Wayne:    “I counted the ribs, there's an uneven number of them......”
Tim:        “OK,Wayne........ you take the extra one!”

Health Alert: Beech Leaf Disease 

   No causal agent has been identified for Beech Leaf Disease (BLD). It affects American beech (Fagus 
grandifolia) and possibly European beech (Fagus sylvatica). BLD was discovered in Lake County in 2012. 
   It seems to have spread quickly, especially to the east, and has been documented in the NE Ohio counties of 
Lake, Ashtabula, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Portage, and Trumbull as well as Crawford County, Pennsylvania. 

CAYENNE PRETZELS

1 cup oil                     1 envelope Ranch salad dressing mix
1 tsp. garlic salt         1 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 10-oz. pkgs. pretzel sticks
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S.O.F.A.
THE TENAIVE SCHEDULE FOR 2017

July 13             Water Features on Your Land
August 10            Program Planning
September 16 (Saturday)..................... Tree ID & Bring a Kid Day
October 12           Indian Signal Trees
November 9            Open Mic Night
December 14          Annual Meeting and Celebration.

                                        2017 A DAY in the WOODS- TENTATIVE Schedule

July 14th – Crawley Creatures in Your Woods (Insects/ Arachnids: good, bad & ugly) ; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.
July 28th -BONUS – Summer Tree Identification.  9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural Resources. 
Registration fee $10.
August 11th– Improving habitat to Attract Game Wildlife Species; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental 
Forest. Registration fee $10.
September 8th – Tips, Tools and Techniques to Improve Your Woods; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental 
Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 13t – White Oak- Importance, Ecology and Management; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental 
Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 27th -BONUS – From Trees to Lumber; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural Resources. 
Registration fee $10.
November 17th – Winter Tree & Shrub Identification; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 
Registration fee $10.
November 17th  -Evening BONUS – Stargazing; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 7 PM to 10 PM; No Registration 
Fee.
                                 For reservatins contact Dave Apsley @ apsley.1@osu.edu

Object 1

INVASIVES

   Kathy Smith and Marne Titchenell want to give honeysuckle the boot. Along with garlic mustard, autumn olive, buckthorn 
and many others. Invasive woodland plants pack a double whammy, said Smith, who’s the coordinator of the program. The 
plants weaken both a forest and the wildlife that lives there — or used to — by choking out native trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers and by changing the habitat and food available.

   Previous research by the college has shown that the non-native, widespread Eurasian honeysuckle, for example, lowers the 
numbers and nesting success of birds like the Acadian flycatcher, raises nest predation on birds like cardinals, and ups the 
risk of nest parasitism by cowbirds.

   “It’s great to see a woods that is ‘non-native invasive plant-free,’ ” Smith said. “But we always caution that it’s not a one-
and-done situation.

   “Monitoring and removing non-native invasive plants needs to be part of the regular management plan for a woodland. If 
it’s not, the plants will quickly reinvade.”

Object 6Object 7Object 8
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Plant Health Division - Plant Pest Control

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Division of Plant Health
Plant Pest Control Section
8995 E. Main St
Reynoldsburg,OH 43068
Phone: (614) 728-6400
Email: plantpest@agri.ohio.gov

   The Plant Pest Control Section certifies Ohio's nursery stock producers and dealers by performing 
inspections to help ensure their proper labeling, viability and freedom from pests and diseases. These 
inspections increase the likelihood of consumers receiving pest-free plants and helps prevent the introduction 
of new pests. The section helps facilitate commerce by assisting shippers of plant based commodities with the 
various federal and state quarantines that restrict the movement of articles capable of harboring targeted pests. 
Plant Pest Control provides inspections and phytosanitary certificates for shipments of grain, seed, logs, 
lumber, greenhouse plants, and other plant based commodities destined for other states or countries.                
Our inspectors and surveyors also play a role in protecting our forest resources, environment and food supply 
by performing exotic invasive pest surveys to detect any new infestations through our Asian Longhorned 
Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer, Gypsy Moth, CAPS, and Apiary programs. 

Object 2Object 3Object 4Object 5

Publications available to borrow from Wayne Oney. e-mail : oneyw@yahoo.com
*Timber Management Field Book - a flip sheet of tables, formulas and graphs
*Herbicide Application Methods of Managing Appalachian Hardwood Forests
*Crop Tree Field Guide - Selecting and Managing Crop Trees in Appalachia
*Crop Tree Management - Quick Reference
*Crop Tree Management in Eastern Hardwoods
*A procedure for Selection Marking in Hardwoods
*Woodlot Management:  Helping it Grow
*Management of Young and Intermediate Stands of Upland Hardwoods
*Managing Sustainable Forests in Kentucky  University of Kentucky Publication
*Tree Planting Recommendations in Relation to Soil Conditions and Special Considerations
*Timber Management Guide for Upland Central Hardwoods
*Regenerating Oaks in the Central States
*Preferred Forest Cutting Practices and Recommendations For Foresters for Northern Ohio Forest Types
*Recommended Management Practices for Forest Land in Southeast Ohio
*Even-Aged Silviculture for Upland Central Hardwoods - Ag. Handbook 355  this was used by the Division of Forestry in Ohio to 
manage the State Forests
*Guidelines for Applying Group Selection Harvesting
*a Twenty year Plan for Establishing a More Adequate System of State Forests and Parks in Ohio -1945
*BMP's for Erosion Control for Logging Practices in Ohio
*Crop Tree Management: A new tool to help you achieve your woodland goals
*Nut tree Propagation USDA issued in 1926
*Controlling Undesirable Trees, Shrubs and vines in your Woodland
*Group Selection- problems and possibilities for the more shade-interact species
*Long term effects of single prescribed fires on hardwood regeneration in oaks
*Fire History and the establishment of oaks and maples in second-growth forests
*The "Let-It-Grow" Treatment for Timber
*Financial Maturity: A guide to increasing Financial return from your woodland
*Making log cabins endure USDA 1960
*Leaf Identification Key to 88 Ohio Trees

Don't worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older, it will avoid you. 
- Winston Churchill << 
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July 13            
 Water Features on Your Land

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat

what is there.
(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.


